
Letter from 

the Assistant 

to the Editor 

 Oakridge Middle School started off with a successful 
first few months!!! Since then, we have had several 
assemblies, fundraisers, and our sports teams have been 
strong, hard to beat opponents. Walking into this year, the 
Bulldogs set their minds on a specific motive. Our main 
focus this year is to make a difference in our community. 
The Bulldog Family has contributed immensely to the 
community, and is planning to do much more! 
 The program that will have a wonderful impact is the 
Teen Trendsetters program. In this program, eighth graders 
are paired up with a second grader from Laurel Oak 
Elementary. The children they are paired with are students 
who need help with their reading. The eighth graders help 
them with understanding different elements of reading such 
as plot, setting, comprehension, and so many more essential 
parts of reading. When the second graders walked in and 
saw their partner, their faces lit up with an enormous 
amount of energy and excitement. You can really see how 
eager they are to be with big kids, mostly because the 
eighth graders at OMS are such great role models. From 
what I saw, the mentors are greeted with some of the 
biggest hugs I have ever seen. Right away, the mentees 
picked out a book, which they start reading instantly. While 
the younger kids are reading, the eighth graders encourage 
them to try as much as they can when they don’t know a 
word. The little kids take this advice to their advantage, and 
try their very best. Once they finish the story, the new 
buddies do a worksheet that helps with a certain element. 
Instead of letting the mentees write whatever they want 
down, the mentors make sure that the student goes back 
into the text to show that what they are writing can be 
proven and supported by textual evidence. The young 
readers obtain this new skill, and instantly remember to go 
into the text before responding to the next question. This 
program is so successful because the mentees have a closer 
relationship with the older kids than a teacher. 
No matter what, you will always see a smile on 
any of their faces. This program will make a 
huge difference for these second graders’ 
future. The Oakridge Bulldogs are making a 
difference, one dolphin at a time. 
 
Madyson Polanco 
Assistant Editor 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Volleyball @ 

GVM at 8:00am 

 

Cross Country 

at Mackle Park, 

Marco Island 

2 3 No School 

 

 

 

 

 

4 5 6 Picture Day 7 

 

8 Volleyball @ 

GVM 10:00am 

 

Cross Country @ 

TBA 8:00am 

9 10 11 PTO Coffee 

9:30 

 

Last Day Of 

Quarter 1 

12 No School 

 

 

 

 

 

13 No School 

Students– 

Teacher  

Planning Day 

14 No School 

Students- 

Site Based 

Learning Day 

15 Volleyball @ 

GVM 8:00am 

16  17  18 Chorus– Fall 

Concert 6:30pm 

 

 

 

19  20 SAC  

Meeting 

5:00pm 

21  OMS Pep 

Rally  - Recipro-

cal Day 

 

 

22 Cross Coun-

try Champion-

ships @ OMS 

8:00am 

23 24  

Red Ribbon 

Week 

25  

~~~~~~~~~

~ 
Orchestra-Fall 

Concert 6:30pm 

26 

~~~~~~~~~

~ 

27  

~~~~~~~~~

~ 
Advanced Or-

chestra–  

28 

~~~~~~~~~

~  

29 STEAM Con-

ference @ GCH 

9:00am 

30 31 

Dress Down 

Day:  Dress for 

Success ($2) 

     

 October 2016 

 

ww.collierschools.com/oms


 Cheesecake Fundraiser 
Recently there has been a fundraiser for the music program 

called the Cheesecake Fundraiser. The task given to the 

music students is to raise money by selling products such 

as different yummy types of cookie dough or a variety of 

cheesecakes! As delish as it sounds, this fundraiser is im-

portant for the music program as it helps the program to 

grow and provide great things and for opportunities to 

travel. 

Lately, some newsletter members were able to interview the 

music teachers and the big man himself, the one who helps 

with the fundraiser. These students were able to ask and     

receive answers from Mrs. Pflieger and Mr. Rosbottom. 

We asked how much the fundraiser usually raises, and           

Mr. Rosbottom proudly replied that the band raised 

around 6,000 dollars. Now that’s a lot of money! The stu-

dent found that the money actually goes to performanc-

es, transportation, music festivals, sheet music, entry fees 

and more. This is all earned from the money gained from 

the fundraiser! Think of what would happen if this music 

program didn’t raise enough money! Now that would be 

a disaster.                                          

Although Mr. Rosbottom doesn’t know how much money 

the music program raised altogether, we can tell that the 

band was a great contributor towards the fundraising. 

We asked Mrs. Pflieger how the cheesecake fundraiser ben-

efits the student?  She explained that it can benefit stu-

dents in so many ways. One example is it enables the 

school to buy an instrument, so the first-year learners can 

use it!   Like Mr. Rosbottom said, some of the money goes 

to new sheet music, so the students are able to expand 

their repertoires and play new musical pieces! 

If you are a music student at OMS,  (orchestra, band, and 

chorus) all you have to do is sell items that are on the 

sheet. If you sell two items, you get a keychain. The goal is 

to sell  at least ten items. You are also allowed to donate to 

the programs. By doing all of this, you can help our music 

program grow and still be here for generations to come. 

Page 3 

Volume  2, Issue  1 OAKRIDGE BULLDOG BULLETIN 



Page 4 For more information, check out www.collierschools.com/oms and http://www.collierschools.net/

Volume  2, Issue  1 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
 

 

 

 

All Saints’ Day 

 

2 

 

 

3 4   

 

 

5 

6 

 

 
Daylight  

Savings Time   

Ends 

7 8 

 

 
Vision &  

Hearing  

(6th  grade) 

9 10 
 

 

Height, Weight, 

and Scoliosis 

Screening (6th 

grade) 

11 

 
 

 

Veterans Day 

12 

13 14 

 

 

15 

 

 

16 

 

 

17 

 

 

18  Interim 

ends 

 

 

19 

20 21 

 

 

22 

 

 

23  No 

School 

 

24  No 

School 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving 

25  No 

School 

 

 

26 

 

27 

 

 

28 

 

 

29  Interims 

distributed 

 

 

30 

 

 

 

 

 

  

November 2016 
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This year, people are stumped on which candidate 

to choose for president. Which one? Donald 

Trump? Hilary Clinton? Jill Stein? What about Gary 

Johnson from the Libertarian Party? According to 

talk around the school, students are baffled about 

the election. We asked Ms. Polanco, a 7th grade 

civics teacher, a couple of questions about the elec-

tion. She stated that while some people think that 

this election is a joke, she thinks the election is 

“providing the citizens of the country an opportuni-

ty to look closer at their own personal opinions.” 

Recently on September 26th, a presidential debate 

took place between our two most important candi-

dates: Donald Trump from the Republican Party 

and Hilary Clinton from the Democratic Party. When 

asked about this debate, Ms. Polanco thought that 

what started like an effective discussion of issues in 

the United States disintegrated into a battle of 

trash talk and who could make the ugliest faces. “I 

think there were some good responses on policy in 

the beginning, but as time went on it turned into a 

mess…The facial expressions were unprofessional, 

not to mention un-presidential.” Ms. Polanco said 

she had to just lay down and listen. One answer 

that I thought was a “mic-drop” answer was when 

she was asked, “Do you think that a Republican 

would vote for a Democratic president if the presi-

dent was a better candidate and vice versa?” She 

answered, “I would absolutely hope so!” She includ-

ed a little history by adding that our founding fa-

ther, George Washington, was against political par-

ties “for the very reason that he felt it would divide 

the country” and that we should once again be “ 

‘WE THE PEOPLE!’ “  

Teacher Spotlight 

STEAM Conference 

If you’re interested in science, technology, 

engineering, art, or math and looking for 

activities to do for fun, this conference is for 

you! It is October 29th, at Golden Gate 

High School. You can register easily at the 

Collier County Website. Here, you can see 

much more information, pictures, and 

details on what the conference has to offer.   

At the      conference, you will learn about 

activities you can do  such as robotics club 

or math counts! You will also learn all about 

the terrific career options in these fields.   

We hope to see you OMS innovators there! 

Mrs. Polanco  
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Poetry in Our School 

 7th grade student, Dylan Cleveland wrote an amazing poem in his LA 

class with Ms. Hoffman. He called it “What My Family Means to Me”. Here it is: 

 

What My Family Means to Me 

 By Dylan Cleveland 

A love so special, a love like no other, 

that’s what my parents give to me and my brother. 

Family is someone that I can trust and count on, 

they never judge me and we have a special bond. 

My family gives me all that they can, 

but the most valuable gift is teaching me what it takes to be a man. 

Holidays with family are truly the best, 

so much excitement and then plenty of rest. 

Family vacations are tons of fun, 

from different states and theme parks we are always on the run. 

Each memory with my family is truly a treasure, 

time spent with each other is always a pleasure. 

It is truly awesome to be together, 

because they are a blessing and family is forever! 

From this poem I hope you can see, 

that’s what my family means to me! 
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On September 23rd, OMS had a minor 
fundraiser. If students brought $1 during 
the week, they could dress down on 
Friday. All the money collected went to 
the Guadalupe Center of Immokalee. 
Lots of students participated resulting in 
OMS raising a total of about $800 to be 
given to this great charity. We will 
continue to have these “Dress Down for 
a Dollar” days each month. Each month, 
we will be raising money to be donated 
to different charities. The October day 
will be on either October 31st. The 
charity has been decided and it will be 
the Make-A-Wish Foundation. 
 

Dress for Success! 

Dress Down for a 

Dollar 

Have you ever wondered what you’re going to be when you grow up? OMS 

will be holding a special event on October 31st coined as,  

“Dress for Success Day.” If you donate $2, you’ll be given the permission 

to dress up as your future profession! We hope to see you all in costume! 

Go Bulldogs!  
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A 6th grade Point of View- On the morning of September 

21st, excitement hung in the air as the Walk-A-Thon was officially 

rolling into place. It was a huge success, with so many having a blast 

and walking with friends. With a massive crowd on the track, the 

students took part in dancing lines, races with their peers, and much 

more. As the Walk-A-Thon came to an end, students left with an 

event that will definitely be remembered. Those who went to the 

Minute-to-Win-It party were able to participate in fun competitions 

and games, such as picking up pasta with noodles, stacking fruit 

loops, and even picking up mini shoe key chains with a “fishing 

rod”. As the students won games, they were able to pick up prizes 

at the prize zone, which featured a Walk-A-Thon t-shirt, wrist soccer 

ball, and more. This is just one of many special events to come, so 

be prepared! Go Bulldogs!! 

Walkathon from Two Points of View 
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A 7th grade point of view- The Walk-A-Thon is a special event 

OMS provides as a fundraiser.  It helps raise money for our school while 

having the time of your life!  We spent some time observing the          

Walk-A-Thon and we had loads of fun seeing everyone do dance lines, 

getting a Kona Ice, and spending time with their friends. We walked or 

ran around the track with our friends while music played.  Even though 

the Walk-A-Thon is held outside, it also included time in the gym with 

fun games. Get this! Every time you win a game you get a popsicle stick. 

At the end you add them all together, and you can go to the Prize Zone 

where we have some amazing volunteers from the school helping out 

to distribute prizes. A BIG shout out to our volunteers for helping; you 

really make a difference on how our school runs. You may also get a 

chance to dress down, go in a limousine to get frozen yogurt with a 

friend, and go to a pizza party with a friend!!! All in all the Walk-A-Thon 

was a blast and we think everyone who participated had a blast too!  
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 The Oakridge Cross Country team has approximately 40 students on it. 

The team consists of mostly 7th and 8th graders. There are only five 6th 
graders on the team. The dedicated Cross Country runners practice every 

Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday morning from 6:50 to 8:10. In that time the 

team does two laps around the track as warm up; afterwards they stretch and 
then do a variety of workouts to prepare for the next meet.       

Just this past weekend on October 8th, 2016, OMS had a successful home 

meet. These meets are split into 3 divisions: the top seven girls on each team, 
the top seven boys on each team, and an open race with all of the other boys 

and girls. This team’s head coach is Ms. Bremseth, the OMS business teacher. 

The team gathered bright and early at 8:00 a.m., Saturday morning; it was a 
beautiful morning with a clear sky, 81 degrees with a high of 88. With the girls 

top seven race about to start, everybody was anxious. The girls lined up, the 

gun shot, and the 1.86 mile (3k) race began. Erika Sodeika took home 8th 

place! In the end, our very own girls’ top seven placed 2nd. Go bulldogs! Our 
boys’ team ran shortly after and our very own Evan Cardec placed 6th place! 

The boys’ top seven ended up in 3rd place. Lastly, our open race started and 

the Bulldogs had a great time cheering each other on, and running, of course! 
Overall, the Bulldogs had a great meet and plenty of PRs! 

 
 

 

Oakridge Middle School  
Cross Country 
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What’s Going on in Related Arts? 
 
What is happening in the related arts department at Oakridge Middle School? 
Starting with Business Keyboarding, did you know that there are two business 
teachers? Ms. Bremseth and Mr. Jeffers. Ms. Bremseth, AKA Coach Bremseth, is the 
7th and 8th grade business teacher, and Mr. Jeffers is the 6th grade business 
teacher. In Ms. Bremseth’s room they are working on GMetrix 1 and 2, also the Multi
-Projects 1 and 2. The Multi-Projects are a combination of what we learned in the 
first and second tests. As of right now GMetrix Test 2 everyone just took on 
September 29,2016. According to Ms. Bremseth, there are about five students ready 
to start the certification test on October. 7th grader Sara Hooper says, “My favorite 
part about business is learning to type. I think that learning to keyboard is a great 
life-skill to learn at a young age. Business is different from every other related arts 
class because you learn special skills and computer techniques that you can’t learn 
in art, Spanish, P.E., or music.” In Mr. Jeffers business the students just finished a 
PowerPoint about what they want to be when they grow up. Mr. Jeffers gave them 
two weeks to do the assignment. The project had to have 15 slides, various 
animations, and timings. The students had to create a new slide every day. Mr. 
Jeffers created instructions to follow for each new slide. The students did a fantastic 
job on their PowerPoints.  OMS is paving the way to a bright future! Keep up the 
good work  
everyone!  

Related Arts 
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Book Fair 

On October 27th-November 3rd the Scholastic Book Fair comes 

to Oakridge Middle School. During this time, you can come to 

the Media Center to purchase books and  other goodies to read. 

It’s a great time to get that book you’ve wanted but it has been 

too expensive. Now you don’t have to use your life savings to 

buy a book because the books here are not as expensive as they 

are at stores! Lots of books are on sale! Come to the OMS Book 

Fair in October. 

OMS Red Ribbon Week 
Red Ribbon Week starts October 24th, and it is all about how the 
OMS Bulldogs stay drug-free. This is a time when all classes get to 
decorate doors with phrases like “Just say no” or “We stomp out 
drugs.” And then one class from each grade wins for its creativity and 
powerful message. They are rewarded with a donut party for the 
whole class! Be sure to take a look at the fantastic doors, and remem-
ber that the OMS Bulldogs’ paws never touch drugs! We interviewed 
PTO President MJ Kramer and asked her what she thought about Red 
Ribbon Week. “I think it is a great way to remind students to stay 
away from drugs and alcohol and show them ways to lead healthy 
lifestyles.”  
 

Oct.24 Monday- Wear Red 

Oct.25 Tuesday- Crazy Sock day 

Oct.26 Wednesday- Wear Neon 

Oct.27 Thursday- Team Sprit (support your favorite team) 

Oct. 28 Friday- School Spirit 
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The Undefeated                        
Volleyball Teams at OMS 

For the past three weeks, our Oakridge 
volleyball teams have been undefeated 
with the high scores of 25 or more. Our 
first two games for the girls were an 
easy 25-17. The boys first game was a 
loss at 25-21, a win at 25-17, and then 
the team won the final game at 15-8. 

Our second game consisted of the 
scores of 25-9 and 25-18 for the girls. 
The boys volleyball team lost the first 
game at 25-19, won the second game at 
24-21, and Oakridge took the final game 
at 15-11! Our most recent games went 
very well, as Oakridge won all of their 
games. 

Both Oakridge volleyball teams have 
gone against North Naples, Pineridge, 
and Gulfview. The last games of the sea-
son will be against North Naples, one of 
the easiest teams to beat. We have been 
undefeated and have been placed as the 
#1 volleyball team of the county! 
                                                           
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OUR BULLDOGS ARE IN THE  
SEMI-FINALS!!!! 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DEBATE 
 

The Debate team won both 
matches on Saturday at 
Marco Island Charter School! 
Next match December 1st. 

It’s a great time to be a 
BULLDOG!!! 
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Newsletter Staff 

 
Savannah Adamski (Athletics Correspondent/ 
Brianna Barrantes (Special Events Correspondent) Walk-A-Thon 
Nicholas Beskow (Special Events Correspondent/Photographer) Walk-A-Thon 
Genesis Castillo (Music Program Correspondent/Photographer) Cheesecake Fundraiser 
Tyra Garcia (Music Program Correspondent/Photographer) Cheesecake Fundraiser 
Trinity Hatcher (Related Arts Correspondent/Photographer) Business 
Hanna Hooper (Managing Editor) 
Sara Hooper (Special Features Correspondent) Teacher Spotlight, STEAM Conference 
Emily Kramer (Special Events Correspondent/Photographer) Walk-A-Thon 
Haley Murray (Athletics Correspondent) Volleyball 
Alondra Damian-Noyola (Music Program Correspondent/Photographer/Artist) Cheesecake Fundraiser 
Madyson Polanco (Assistant Editor) Letter from the Assistant Editor 
Michael Pacheko  (Correspondent) 
Frankie Prince (Special Events/Sports Correspondent) Cheesecake Fundraiser 
Chloe Robinson (Correspondent/Photographer) 
Olivia Strom (Special Events Correspondent/Photographer; Layout Editor) 
Sophia Strom (Special Events Correspondent/Photographer) 

Ellie Valerio (Calendar/Athletics Correspondent) Cross Country; Calendar Layout 

 

Featured Poet    Dylan Cleveland 

Follow Us Online! 

Twitter: @OMS_Bulldogs (http://twitter.com/oms_bulldogs) 

School Website: http://www.collierschools.com/oms 

Youtube: http://www.youtube.com/user/CollierSchools 

District Website: http://www.collierschools.net 

CCPS Mobile App: Search for it on 


